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Here We Are
As I write this, there is more summer behind us than before us. I find this significant in two 

ways. One, this time of year always turns my attention towards the High Holidays. Two, I recently 
celebrated my one-year anniversary as executive director. For me, milestones like these always trigger 
a degree of thoughtfulness.

The beginning of the Jewish New Year is a 
perfect time to look to the future. As I prepare for 
the year ahead with volunteers and staff, we talk 
about programs, partnerships, structure, goals and 
definitions of success. What does next year hold for 
the Vilna? Our immediate future must consist of two 
things: a completely rebooted way we communicate 
as an organization and a fully restored building. 
Deborah touches on the former later in this edition. 
My thoughts on the latter follow.

When I think of the High Holidays, several special 
prayers immediately come to mind. One is Hineni or 
the Hazzan’s prayer. Hineni means “here I am” and 
the prayer is a passionate request for consideration 
from G-d for both the Hazzan and the community. 
The time is now for Boston’s Center for Jewish Culture 
at the historic Vilna Shul to say, hinenu, “here we are.”  Here we are with robust plans to restore and 
develop our extraordinary structure with equally robust plans to get us there fiscally. We do this in 
order for the physical space to match the vision of becoming Boston’s foremost Jewish cultural center. 
Whether it is to save our beautiful multi-layered murals, the building as a former religious edifice, or 
the space as a modern and welcoming area to host programs and exhibitions, there are many reasons 
to undertake this effort. There are cities all around the world with similar gems filled with music, art, 
learning, and thought. Why should a world-class city like Boston not have the same?   

Soon you will hear more details about these plans. Much valuable work has been done already 
and I do not gloss over that important fact. I look forward to you joining us as we say, “here we are” to 
build a wonderful center, both the physical and conceptual.  

To you and yours from me and mine, wishing you a Shana Tova Tikatevu ve-Techatemu. May you 
be written down and inscribed for a Good Year.

        Barnet Wolf Kessel, Executive Director
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a New face at the vilna 

Hello, please allow me to introduce myself. I am Rosa Kramer Franck, the new Director of De-
velopment. I am very excited to begin my role at this wonderful organization—a place so rooted 
in Boston’s history and yet so connected to its present and its future. Walking up Beacon Hill on 
my way to work every day is inspiring. This is the area where many Jewish immigrants started new 
lives, and is also the place where Jews make their homes and livelihoods today. Seeing our historic 
sanctuary filled with school tour groups, visitors from all over the world, speakers, music, programs, 
and all kinds of people is energizing. This year, we are raising our profile, building relationships, 
and increasing institutional partnerships. We are getting out into the community like never before; 
listening and connecting with donors, hearing stories, and galvanizing supporters and friends, all 
with our vision of  providing unique, enlightening, and moving experiences in the building and 
beyond. I hope you will join me as we embark upon this renewed commitment to strengthening 
our role as Boston’s Center for Jewish Culture.

Rosa Kramer Franck

Kindle the fire

As the summer nears its end, I sit and write this message 
to you. At this time of global turmoil, I feel that the world 
seems to be on fire in the most violent way. Perhaps this 
negative image of fire, however, can be transformed into 
something positive. 

In ancient times, fire was often used as a signal to commu-
nicate to others the beginning of a ritual or important event. 
During the holidays, leaders kindled fires on mountaintops, 
one after the other. One could look up in the night sky and 
see a trail of lights reach across the horizon. Much like the 
Shabbat candles Jews light each week, fire was used to “light 
the way,” to bring a restoration of spirit and to communicate 
a renewal of passion and dedication to life. 

 Communication was as essential yesterday as it is today. 
And so at Boston’s Center for Jewish Culture here at the his-
toric Vilna Shul, we recently hired consultant Sy Friedland 
to survey how our organizational goals match with those of 
our community. He revealed important information. You 
will see and hear more as we re-tool and re-ignite how we communicate as an institution. 

 The recent Pew study suggests that America’s Jewish youth are moving away from Jewish traditions. But here in Beacon Hill our community is 
on the search for its own path toward Jewish life, not away from it. Our focus as Boston’s Center for Jewish Culture is to be a community center for 
downtown Boston—a place of history, a place of spirituality and a place of learning. We offer an array of programs and celebrations which are open 
to everyone. As you will see in this newsletter, there are always opportunities at the BCJC for you to experience the old world mixed with the new. 

 We continue to light the fires of possibility and we can help illuminate the way.

Deborah Feinstein, President

Deborah with our Gala honorees Mike Ross and Arnie Slavet. Photograph by Nir Landau
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Being a volunteer docent at the Vilna is completely different from my 35 year professional life as a 
pathologist (MD). I started my docenting career when I was recruited to be a guide at the exhibit 
“350 Years of Jewish Life in America” at the Federal Courthouse several years ago. I enjoyed that so 
much that I was pleased to volunteer at the Vilna when they were looking for new docents, and have 
become more involved in recent years.

Telling the Vilna stories to visitors, both local and from distant lands, helps me to appreciate my own 
history (my paternal grandmother was from Vilna). By teaching others I learn more about local Jewish 
history and about the Vilna’s fascinating connection with Boston’s African American history.

One of my most remarkable visitors was an engaging African American woman, now living in 
Virginia, who had grown up at 22 Phillips Street and who had looked forward every week to earning 
a precious nickel by lighting the candles here on Friday night. As a child, she had never been allowed 
upstairs and was thrilled to finally see the sanctuary. To her, the Vilna Shul is one of the rare neighbor-
hood landmarks that remain the same as it is in her fond childhood memories of growing up in a street 
that was “a real United Nations” in her words.

It is important to me to keep the story of the Vilna Congregation alive as it is our story, that of the 
vast majority of the American Jewish people.

meet our volunteers: dr. Peggy Wacks

staying connected, Learning together  

It’s strange to think that in just a few weeks the Jewish New Year will be here, but it’s the perfect time to embrace new opportunities and build 
new connections! At the Vilna we are getting ready for the fall programming season and are proud to be working with some of the most creative 
organizations in Greater Boston. So why not take advantage of some of our new events and start your year off right? Here’s a taste of what’s to come:

We’re kicking off this season with our Sephardic celebration which you can read all about here in the Scribe. Fast forward to October and        
we are excited to be hosting, together with Hebrew College, the life-changing adult Jewish learning program called Me’ah. Open your mind to 
a whole new world of Jewish history through challenging classes led by 
some of the top Jewish scholars in America today. It’s a journey you’ll never 
forge—guaranteed!

Just a few weeks later on November 13th, we will make our debut 
partnership with the Boston Jewish Film Festival. Join us at the Institute of 
Contemporary Art for a special screening of The Return, a documentary 
that takes a rare look inside the lives of young Polish women discovering 
their Jewish heritage. We will also be partnering with the South Asian Arts 
Council this season to present Rafting to Bombay, the true story of one 
Jewish family’s escape from Poland to India during World War II, and how a 
return trip to India changed their nostalgic journey into a sobering look at 
modern life in the nation during the 2008 Mumbai attacks. (Details on this 
film are coming soon to our website.)

This December, we will also host for the first time the hilarious and 
foot-pounding Yiddish Art Trio just in time for Chanukah! You can see all of 
these events and more on our official calendar here in the Scribe. So get to 
the Vilna and find your special way of staying connected to Jewish culture   
in Boston.

Jessica Antoline, Program Manager

Michael Winograd, Patrick Farrell and Benjy Fox-Rosen of the Yiddish Art Trio.  



4

    
sunday, september 14, 2014 
5:00-7:30 pm 
 
Boston’s Center for Jewish Culture 
at the historic Vilna Shul
18 Philips Street, Boston, MA

embracing the Journey 
of spanish Jewry: 
an evening of music, 
a fusion of traditions
This is a cross-cultural event including performances from 
the international musical group, Guy Mendilow Ensemble, 
the Hellenic College choir, and Ladino poet Gloria Ascher, 
as well as a special exhibit by photographer Michael 
Cohen and conversations with published Chef Reyna 
Simnegar. They will be joined by the Consul General of 
Spain and the former U.S. Ambassador to Spain. A kosher 
tasting of Spanish wines and Sephardic Persian appetizers 
will be served.

From Spain to Morocco, Greece, Turkey, Israel, South 
America, Mexico, Cuba and the United States, the 
dispersion of the Sephardic Jews created cultural 
interchanges. This year, as the shofar is blown to gather 
people together, we strive to promote global awareness 
of the shared customs and traditions of these diverse 
Christian, Muslim and Jewish communities. As part of 
the evening’s theme, we will also learn about the “law of 
return,” recently initiated by the government of Spain.
   
creating awareness 
of cultural exchanges 
through the ages
Boston’s Center for Jewish Culture in collaboration 
with: Julio Núñez Montesinos, Consul General of Spain 
to Boston, Anti-Defamation League, Cantor Gaston 
Bogomolni, Hellenic College, Spanish Cultural Association-
ACE, Susan Solomont and Alan D. Solomont, former U.S. 
Ambassador to Spain and Andorra.     
    
Ticket Price: $18.00.  Reserve 2 places by September 10 
and receive a free raffle ticket.
For more information and reservations: www.vilnashul.org 
or (617) 523-2324

ceLeBrate WitH us

http://www.vilnashul.org/events/event/embracing_the_journey
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Honoring the Past, educating Generations, 
and creating community

In keeping with the mission of Boston’s Center for Jewish Culture at the historic Vilna Shul, we are thrilled 
to announce our SECOND ANNUAL DESCENDANTS’ DAY!  As we discover more and more 
descendants of the Vilna’s founders, we are excited to host this event again for our growing community.  

As you may have heard, we have undertaken an ambitious genealogical project to locate living 
descendants of the Vilna Shul’s founders. Through our painstaking research on 400 surnames that 
appear on the four plaques at the Vilna, thus far we have located over 300 living descendants 
of the founders of the Vilna. We invite those who live in the Greater Boston area who know of a 
connection to the Vilna to join us for this special event. We have spoken to many of you, and we 
hope you will join us. If you know you are a Vilna descendant and could not attend last Novem-
ber, this is your chance!

On November 23rd, you will have the opportunity to tour the Vilna, see the plaques and learn 
exactly where your ancestors lived in Boston. Join us to learn more about the history of the West 
End and what life was like for Boston’s early Jewish immigrants. We encourage you to bring other 
family members as well!

RSVP is required. The sooner you let us know you are attending, the more likely it will be that 
we will be able to locate and print historical documents relating to your ancestors. We look for-
ward to seeing you this fall! RSVP on our website or call (617) 523-2324.

This fall we are also raffling off some great prizes with a 
spanish flair! 

Check them out on our website or call us to get details and 
your tickets today. Some of our prizes include:

•	 A	framed	and	signed	print	of	modern	Cuban	life	from	
photographer Michael Cohen.

•	 A	Spanish	dinner	for	two	at	Toro	and	a	pair	of	tickets	to	
The Return this November at the ICA. 

•	 Flamenco	or	other	dance	lessons	of	your	choice	at	the	
Dance Complex in Cambridge.

•	 Admission	to	a	private	one-day	cooking	workshop.

all guests who sign up for two tickets for our sephardic evening before september 
10th will also receive a free raffle ticket!

Ways to support 
the vilna shul

Our vibrant community exists with support 
from people like you. Every donation is 
deeply appreciated!
 
tribute gifts: Honor the memory of 
a colleague, friend, or family member 
or celebrate special occasions such as 
anniversaries, bar or bat mitzvahs, birthdays, 
graduations or weddings. We will send your 
loved one a notice on a beautiful Vilna Shul 
notecard letting them know a gift has been 
made on their behalf.

membership: All our members are 
partners in the financial success of the Vilna 
Shul. Send in your membership form today 
if you haven’t already!

Gifts of appreciated stock: Gifts of 
stock entitle the donor to a tax deduction 
at the appreciated value of the stock with 
no capital gains tax. For further information 
and to begin your transfer, call our office at 
(617) 523-2324.

Gifts online: Please surf over to http://
www.vilnashul.org/support/donate to make 
your donation online and the Vilna will put 
your funds to work immediately.

matching gifts: Multiply your dollars with 
your company’s matching gift program. 
Contact your human resource department 
for a matching gift form and send it in with 
your contribution. Visit www.matchinggifts.
com to search for matching gift companies.   
      
Planned giving: Bequests as well as gifts 
of insurance and retirement benefits can 
provide significant future resources to the 
Vilna. While providing you with income, tax 
and personal benefits, they also may reduce 
your estate and gift taxes. Is the Vilna Shul in 
your estate? Let us know so we may thank 
and recognize you!

Please contact Rosa Kramer Franck, Director 
of Development, at (617) 523-2324 or 
rosa@vilnashul.org with any questions or for 
more information. 
Thank you for your support!

seniorsconnect! 

Are you a local senior looking to connect with other seniors 
for creative activities and resource sharing? Searching for 
information or discussions relevant to your life experiences 
and needs? 
Join us for SeniorsConnect! a new group at the Vilna 
Shul. The group gathers twice a month for events, games, 
discussions, films, and more all at our Beacon Hill location. 

anyone who considers themselves a senior is 
welcome to join. for more information contact 
jessica@vilnashul.org. 

http://www.vilnashul.org/events/event/second_annual_vilna_shul_descendants_day
http://www.vilnashul.org/support/donate
http://www.vilnashul.org/support/donate
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The vilna Gala: 
Honoring our community Leaders

Nearly two hundred people of all ages gathered together on June 19th 
to honor Mike Ross and Arnie Slavet. On that warm summer evening 
we brought “Generations Together” in our historic building with music, 
reflection, and friendship.

We honored both men not just for their community building efforts, but 
also for their recognition of the many possibilities within our organization 
for creating a space for learning and deep engagement with Jewish culture. 
As each expressed to the audience their appreciation of Boston’s Jewish 
historic landmark, it was clear from the audience’s reactions that the Vilna 
has become a place where generations gather and wonder at the joys of 
Boston’s diverse culture, its history, and its vibrant Jewish community.                                                                                

Arnie closed his remarks by declaring; “I ask that tonight all of us commit 
to staying on course, to explore new ways to make relevant the enduring 
legacy of this place, its history and its purpose. Let us join in new 
conversations, new dreams, and new actions for Vilna. The journey is 
worthwhile.” 

We agree.

From top to bottom:
Archy LaSalle receives a warm welcome Polly Slavet and honoree Arnie Slavet. (Left)

Mike’s brother Ethan Felleman and nephew Joe Fasullo enjoy some family time in the sanctuary.  
(Right)

Stephan Ross, honoree Mike Ross, and Suzanne London visit, while Cantor Jodi Sufrin takes
a rehearsal break, and Docent Judith Klau readies to tell Vilna Shul’s story to guests.

Paul La Blanc and honoree Mike Ross share a laugh as friends and family look on.

Board member Mike Samuels and honoree Mike Ross greet each other joyously.

Photography by Nir Landau
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did you know that we have guided tours on sundays and at 1pm and 3pm Wednesday through 
friday? come by and hear the vilna’s incredible story from one of our expert docents!

Key:  C - Community     F - Family Friendly     S - Spiritual             * Please call to confirm event times:  (617) 523-2324    www.vilnashul.org

Calendar of events
Programs for everyone!

date  time  Key Program

@tHe viLNa sHuL

Lawyers Without Rights: Jewish Lawyers in Germany under the Third Reich

Sing Together at the Vilna! Music class for children newborn to 5 years (See vilnashul.org for details.)

Havurah on the Hill Kabbalat Shabbat with Isaac Akiba of the Boston Ballet

Embracing the Journey of Spanish Jewry:  An Evening of Music, A Fusion of Traditions

High Holidays with Havurah on the Hill – Erev Rosh HaShanah 

High Holidays with Havurah on the Hill – Rosh HaShanah Day 1

High Holidays with Havurah on the Hill – Rosh HaShanah Day 2

High Holidays with Havurah on the Hill – Erev Yom Kippur

High Holidays with Havurah on the Hill – Yom Kippur

Sukkah Building with Havurah on the Hill

Shabbat in the Sukkah! with Havurah on the Hill

Travel the World with our Global Jewish Cooking Workshop Co-sponsored by Chabad of Downtown Boston

Young Couples One-Day Brunch and Love Seminar with psychologist Rachel Barbanel-Fried

Me’ah Adult Jewish Learning Program Begins (for registration, email jessica@vilnashul.org)

Night at the Museum Shabbat for Young Families

Appraise Your Jewish Artifacts – An interactive and educational evening with certified Judaica 
Appraiser Elizabeth Berman (Bring your Judaica!) 

Screening of The Return with the Boston Jewish Film Festival at the Institute of Contemporary Art

Havurah on the Hill Kabbalat Shabbat with The Return director Adam Zucker

Massachusetts Memories Roadshow with the West End Museum and Umass Boston – Share Your 
Stories! (West End Museum Location, 150 Staniford Street, Boston)

Second Annual Vilna Shul Descendants’ Day

Yiddish Art Trio Live! 

Havurah on the Hill Chanukah Kabbalat Shabbat

Havurah on the Hill Kabbalat Shabbat with Idit Klein of Keshet

Now -
9/30/14

9/8/14

9/12/14

9/14/14

9/24/14

9/25/14

9/26/14

10/3/14

10/4/14

10/5/14

10/10/14

October

10/19

10/23

10/24

10/29

11/13

11/14

11/15

11/23

12/13

12/19

1/23

Mon-Fri 
8am-6pm

10:30am

6:30pm

5pm

6:30pm

9am-1:30pm Kiddush 
and Tashlich to follow

9am-1:20pm

Kol Nidre 6:30pm sharp

9am-2pm
4:30pm-7pm
Break fast following services

3pm

6:30pm

TBA*

11am*

6:30pm

5:30pm

6:30pm

7pm

6:30pm

10am-2pm

11am

7pm*

6:30pm

6:30pm

CFS

CF

CFS

CFS

CFS

CFS

CFS

CFS

CFS

CF

CFS

CF

CFS

C

CFS

C

C

CFS

CF

CF

CF

CFS

CFS

www.vilnashul.org
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the Vilna Shul
Boston’s Center 

for Jewish Culture
18 Phillips Street

Boston, MA  02114
617.523.2324

www.vilnashul.org

New year, New fun

HavuraH oN tHe HiLL has been mighty busy this 
summer. Matt Meyersohn of UNICEF, Dr. Max Klau of City Year, 

and Josh Danoff of Union Square Donuts in Somerville have all been featured speakers and honored guests 
at our recent Shabbat celebrations, and we’ve got lots more in store for the fall. Boston Ballet star Isaac 
Akiba, film director Adam Zucker, and author Rachel Kadish are all coming by the Vilna later this year. We’ve 
also made time for fun outside the Vilna, enjoying some free theater as part of the annual Shakespeare on 
the Common Festival in downtown Boston and spending the afternoon with the seniors at the Golda Meir 
House in Newton. And we’re looking forward to more fun this fall.

Fall just around the corner means that the High Holidays are too, and we’ve been hard at work getting 
everything prepared from apples to honey to shofars to mahzorim and everything in between. Earlier this 
year, the HOH Mahzor Search Committee was formed with the goal of finding a new text that would echo 
the values of accessibility and community participation that make our regular Kabbalat Shabbat experiences 
so meaningful. After careful deliberation the committee made their decision, and we were able to bring 
over 300 gently used copies of Mahzor Hadash to the Vilna Shul, all generously donated by Temple Torat 
Yisrael of Cranston, Rhode Island.

Observances start with Erev Rosh Hashanah services on Wednesday, September 24th. For service dates, 
information, and ticket registration, please visit vilnashul.org or call (617) 523-2324. We hope you’ll join us 
for any and all of our upcoming events.

HOH is an independent fellowship run by a council of young adults. One of the first of its kind in 
Boston, HOH has been meeting at the Vilna Shul for over a decade and forms the core of our young 
adult community. Each year you can join HOH for monthly Shabbats, to hear intriguing speakers, celebrate 
festivals, and take part in learning programs for young adults and the young at heart. 

Nick Burka, High Holidays and Marketing Coordinator

Havurah on the Hill

We promise you—you will want to be part of the exciting year at the Vilna Shul, BCJC! We have 
created interesting programs and thought-provoking cultural and spiritual events for all ages. There is 
something for EVERY one! As Boston’s Jewish cultural center, we serve as a vital community resource for 
Jewish living in Boston. 

Become an official “friend” through Membership. Join us as we continue to build a strong community of 
people who support our programs, projects, and mission —and participate in the many Vilna offerings.

 We hope to see you at the Vilna again—and again!

Become a member today

recent school Group 
visits to the vilna shul

Falmouth Jewish Congregation

Workmen’s Circle

EC Boston English Learners

Metro West Jewish Day School

Hornstein Fellows, Brandeis

Hatikvah IDF Officers

Temple Beth David, Westwood

Young Jewish Leaders, London

Levey Day School, Portland, Maine

Bunker Hill Community College

Boston Arts Academy Qatar 
Students

Tufts University

Diller Teen fellows, Boston and 
Haifa

Northeastern University 

Boston University

Wentworth Institute of 
Technology

San Diego Jewish Academy

Dorot Fellows, New Jersey

German Bar Association

American Academy of Jewish 
Research

considering a wedding, bar/bat mitzvah or birthday? Why not have your simchas at the vilna? 
contact Jessica (617) 523-2324  or email info@vilnashul.org 

to learn how you can turn your special day into an unforgettable memory with us!

www.vilnashul.org
www.vilnashul.org

